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2026 HONORING HEROES GALA 

HUMANITARIANS OF THE YEAR 

The Humanitarian of the Year Award recognizes 

those who demonstrate enthusiasm, dedication, 

and commitment to the agencies, the families 

we serve, and the community at large. 

Catherine and Dr. Elmar Frangenberg have long demonstrated extraordinary 

generosity and commitment to the Rochester community through both their 

time and philanthropy. 

For more than 40 years, Dr. Frangenberg has served as Medical Director for 

CP Rochester and Happiness House, providing dedicated leadership and 

compassionate care to more than 3,500 individuals-most of whom live with 

developmental, cognitive, physical, or acquired disabilities. Catherine has been 

an active member of the Ability Partners Foundation Board since 2016, helping 

to advance the mission and impact of the organization. Together, their deep 

connection to our agencies and unwavering dedication to the people we serve 

make them especially deserving recipients of the 2026 Humanitarians of the 

Year award. 

Beyond their involvement with Ability Partners, Catherine and Elmar are 

highly engaged in the greater Rochester community. They have generously 

supported and served organizations including the Rochester Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Pittsford Carriage Association, the Genesee Valley Riding 

and Driving Club, the Health Advisory Board of EquiCenter, and the Al 

Sig! Foundation. As partners in service and philanthropy, the Frangenbergs 

continually give of themselves as volunteers, donors, and advocates-regularly 

participating in events, celebrations, and fundraising efforts that strengthen the 

organizations and communities they care deeply about. 
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A mainstay in the Rochester 
community, Nixon Peabody and its 
predecessor firms have been woven into 
the fabric of the region for more than 
150 years—connecting its past, present, 

and future. The firm’s Rochester office provides comprehensive legal services 
across business, litigation, finance, and real estate, serving as a trusted 
partner to clients throughout Upstate New York. Beyond its professional 
excellence, Nixon Peabody demonstrates a deep and enduring commitment 
to strengthening the community it calls home. 
 
For more than 25 years, a dedicated team from Nixon Peabody has 
volunteered at the Jefferson Avenue Residential House during the United 
Way Day of Caring, transforming service into lasting impact. From 
installing a fence and pouring a sidewalk to building and maintaining 
garden beds, mulching, tree removal, and ongoing property improvements, 
their hands-on efforts have enhanced the safety, beauty, and functionality 
of the home year after year. Their consistency and care have made a 
meaningful and visible difference. 
 
Nixon Peabody’s generosity extends well beyond a single day of service. As 
a steadfast participant in Holiday Giving initiatives, the firm helps bring 
joy to families during Thanksgiving and the Christmas season through 
thoughtful adoption and gift support. Their sustained volunteerism and 
community partnership exemplify the very spirit of service honored by the 
Volunteer of the Year Award.
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Volunteers of the 
Year

Nixon Peabody

https://www.alsigl.org/
https://www.wegmans.com/
https://www.canfg.com/
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Music, 

Sound, 

Lighting, 

Photo Booths 

and Personable DJ/MCs

Making your special event all 
the more memorable!

Jeff Kuryla
Whirlin’ Disc DJs & MCs. 
2135 Five Mile Line Rd,  

Penfield, NY 14526 
(585) 586-5810

whirlindiscdjs@frontiernet.net

Amy Cram has served as President and Owner of 
Bill Cram Chevrolet since 2012, leading a family-
owned business that has been a staple of the 
community since her father, Bill, founded it in 1969. 

Today, the family legacy remains as strong as ever, with three of Amy’s four 
children working alongside her each day to carry the business into its third 
generation.

The dealership’s deep-rooted connection to Ability Partners is personal. 
Amy’s daughter, Rebecca, who has Down syndrome, received services from 
Happiness House that were vital to her development and success today. 
This firsthand experience fuels the dealership’s passion for the foundation’s 
mission.

Beyond her work at the dealership, Amy is a dedicated advocate for her 
industry and community. She currently serves as a member of the Ability 
Partners Foundation Board and the New York State Automobile Dealers 
Association Board, and is a former member of the American Red Cross Board 
and the General Motors Women’s Dealer Advisory Council. Her leadership 
and impact have been recognized through numerous accolades, including the 
2014 Athena Geneva Award and being named a 2015 New York State Woman 
of Distinction.

Bill Cram Chevrolet is a proud supporter of all that the Ability Partners 
Foundation does for members of our community, and we are honored to be 
recognized as this year’s Community Partner of the Year.

Community Partner of the Year

Amy Cram & 
Bill Cram Chevrolet

https://www.concord-ins.com/
https://cpstate.org/
https://585dj.com/
https://aleragroup.com/locations/rochester-new-york
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Make Your Own Fortune 
2026 Honoring Heroes GALA

Wish List items are needed to enhance the following programs to 
benefit the 10,000 individuals and families we serve
•	 CP Rochester Residential Program 
•	 Happiness House Preschool/Clinic  
•	 Ability Partners SportsNet Program
•	 CP Rochester Family Dental Program 
•	 Happiness House TBI Structured Day Program
•	 CP Rochester Clinic
•	 CP Rochester Day Habilitation Program

Host & Auctioneer

Joe Lomonaco
Since his natural habitat is behind a microphone and in 
front of an audience, Joe is the perfect combination of 
professional announcer and amateur auctioneer. 

He jokes that his hobby is “shaking down rooms full of 
well-dressed people for money – for great causes”.

Joe has been a part of the Honoring Heroes Gala and 
Ability Partners family for many years.

Creative Producer at iHeartMedia
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Darrell J. Whitbeck serves as President & CEO of Ability 
Partners and Ability Partners Foundation. Before leading 
Ability Partners organizations, Whitbeck held various 
clinical and leadership roles within the agencies for over 
20 years. 

Beginning his careers as an Occupational Therapist, 
Whitbeck has specialized in serving individuals with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities as well as 
those who have sustained Traumatic Brain Injuries. 

Darrell and his wife, Jill, who is also an Occupational 
Therapist in the same field, reside in West Henrietta with 
their two wonderful children, Emily and Wyatt.

President & CEO

Darrell J. Whitbeck

Joel Greenwich is a professional magician who has 
devoted over twenty years to creating genuine moments 
of wonder that bring people together. 

He has performed at weddings, corporate gatherings, 
trade shows, galas, fundraisers, and private celebrations 
throughout the region. From intimate close-up magic 
to thoughtfully crafted stage presentations, Joel tailors 
each performance to match the occasion and engages 
audiences, large or small.

Visit his website at greenwichmagic.com or catch him at 
NY Beer Project in Victor every Monday from 6 - 8 p.m.

PROFESSIONAL MAGICIAN

Joel Greenwich

https://greenwichmagic.com/


Allison and Eric Legott are honored to be this year’s featured family in 
celebration of the impact of Happiness House.

Their daughter, Willa Legott began attending Happiness House at 18 months 
old through the Early Intervention Program after not meeting some of her 
milestones. From the very beginning, her therapists and teachers became 
trusted partners in her development and truly an extension of their family. 
Willa is sassy and mighty, full of determination and personality that inspires 
everyone around her.

With their encouragement and guidance, Willa continued through preschool, 
and in October 2023, at age three, she was diagnosed with Rett Syndrome. 
While the diagnosis brought challenges, the unwavering support from 
Happiness House brought strength, clarity, and hope.

The Legott family is deeply grateful for the compassion, expertise, and 
dedication of the team who have walked alongside them every step of the 
way. They are proud to share their story in support of the life-changing work 
being done every day at Happiness House.

Keynote Speakers

The Legott Family

2026 Honoring Heroes GALA   

Gala Festivities
6:00 p.m.  Cocktail Hour

7:10 p.m.  Presentations, Awards Program, and Lucky 7 Auction

8:45 p.m. Dessert Auction / Goodies & Coffee

Silent auction, wine cork pull
Open Bar:  wine, beer, cocktails, soft drinks, and water
Hand passed hors d’oeuvres

The Legott Family, Keynote Speakers 

Patricia Davila, Keynote Speaker

Remarks by Darrell J. Whitbeck, President & CEO 

Ability Partners video 

Award Presentation

Lucky 7 Live Auction

7:00 p.m.  Begin Dinner

Dessert auction, featuring five cakes, 6 pints of ice cream, and a cheesecake. All 
are up for bid from our dessert sponsors.
Goodies will be offered to guests with coffee and tea

9:00 p.m. Close of the Program / Checkout
Please note: Checkout will open at the close of the program and there 
will be no early check-out. It is at this time where you will go back to the 
registration table to collect the items you’ve won and determine the best 
method of payment. We accept cash, credit, and checks. 
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Your choice between
Beef Tenderloin with pinot noir sauce
Sautéed Norwegian Salmon with citrus beurre blanc
Boneless Chicken Cutlet Brushetta topped with tomato brushetta and provolone
Vegetable Risotto in a creamy arborio rice with parmigiano-reggiano
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Auction Procedures

Good Luck!

Each guest received a paddle (with number) at the registration table to be used for the 
cash appeal as well as the dessert auction. That number must be used 
throughout the auction for bidding. Unless otherwise specified, all goods and services 
must be redeemed within one year of the auction. 

Silent Auction
The bidder may enter a bid by using their mobile device to access our online mobile bidding 
platform. If you do not have a smart phone, or are having trouble, please find a committee 
member. You will be kept up-to-date with how your bid is doing and will receive a message 
if you ever get outbid. At the end of the timed silent auction, you will receive a text message 
alerting you to which baskets you won. 

Lucky 7 Live Auction
The bidder may enter a bid by raising his/her paddle so that the auctioneer/committee 
members can see it. Bids, once won cannot be withdrawn. The auctioneer will ask for bids 
at various price points. Committee members will take down paddle number of the winner.

Dessert Auction
Bidders will raise their paddles to signify the price point they would like to pay for the item 
as prompted by the auctioneer. The winner will have the option of sharing with their table or 
taking their goodies home.

Close-out and Payment *unavailable during the program*
At close-out, you may purchase your auction items with cash, check, VISA, MasterCard, 
AMEX, or Discover. Close-out begins at the end of the program. All items must be picked up 
and payments must be made the evening of the Gala! Arrangements may be made to pick 
up larger items.

Please note carefully the terms and limitations set forth by the donor. Values indicated for some items are estimates only. 
The Gala Committee does not warrant the value for any purpose. By his/her purchase, the buyer waives any claims for 
liability against either Ability Partners (AP); CP Rochester, Happiness House, Rochester Rehabilitation Center, Ability 
Partners Foundation (APF), or the donor of the good or service. Neither AP, APF, nor the donor is responsible for any 
personal injury or damages to property that may result from the use of the goods or services sold.

All sales are final and there will be no refunds or exchanges. Please remember that your charitable deduction for the               
purchase of items at the auction is limited to the amount, if any, by which your payment exceeds the donor value of that 
item. This is true even though the item was donated to AP and/or APF for the auction at no cost. A bidder representing a 
group assumes responsibility for full payment at close of the auction. The Gala Committee will not solicit individual group 
members.

https://www.paychex.com/
https://primecareny.org/
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Ability Partners Finance Department
Ability Partners Foundation
Ability Partners Human Resources
Ability Partners Quality Assurance & 

Administration
Ability Partners Waiver Services
Adrian Jules Ltd.
Aladdin’s on the Canal
Arbor Hill Associates, Inc.
Auto Wash
Barrett Marine, Inc.
Bill Gray’s
Billsboro Winery
Black & Blue
Blue Barn Cidery
Bostrom Farms
Buffalo Bills
Canandaigua Cross Fit
Century Liquor & Wines
Chapman House Bed & Breakfast
Cheesy Eddie’s Bakery
Clarissa’s Cakes and Cookies
Clementine x LuLu Taqueria
Club 86 Bagels & Cakes
Comedy @ The Carlson
Connolly, Deanna
Constellation Brands Inc.
CP Rochester Clinic Team
CP Rochester Children’s Program
del Lago Resort & Casino
Corinne & Mike DerCola
Desiato’s Deli & Subs
Don’s Own Flower Shop
Marjorie A. Donhauser
Jackie Dorsey
Drafty Rafters Studio
David & Jennifer Eike

Riley Eike
Eye Care Center
Farmington/Henrietta Hots
Flowers by Sandy
Forge Cellars
Fox Run Vineyards
GAC Preschool Team
Genesee Country Village and 

Museum
George Eastman Museum
Geva Theatre Center
David Gilbert
Hampton Inn & Suites
Happiness House Clinic Team
Happiness House Preschool Team
Jackie Hawks Lyttle
Hedonist Artisan Chocolates
Aaron & Amanda Hefferon
Hobart College Athletic Department
Hoffend’s Discount Liquor & Wine
iSmash Rochester
JoJo Bistro & Wine Bar
Kindred Fare
Kittelberger Florist & Gifts
Peter and Ginelle Knittle
Lakeside Woodworkers
Leo’s Bakery & Deli
Mac’s Pizza Shack
MacKenzie-Childs LLC
Marj Earnhart
Marketview Liquor, Inc.
Mayflowers
Memorial Art Gallery
Nolan’s on the Lake
Pedulla’s Wine & Liquor
Pittsford Pub
Play-A-Latte

Gifts In-Kind Sponsors
Ports Cafe
Recharge Wellness Center
Rochester Institute Of 

Technology
Rochester Museum & Science 

Center
Rochester Philharmonic 

Orchestra
Rochester Red Wings Baseball
Rochester Woodworkers Society
Rohrbachs
Ryan’s Wine & Spirits
Scents By Design
Schottland Family YMCA
Sheldrake Point Winery
Jeanie Smith
Sonnenberg Gardens & Mansion
Spoke Cycle and Fitness
Stony Point Art Studio
STRONG Museum of Play
Sweet Solutions Bakery 
Tantalo Portraits
Texas Roadhouse
Jason Tonzi
Trata
Thirsty Owl Wine Company
Via Rose Salon
Village Bakery & Cafe
Villastrations
Kirsten Walkland
Warfield’s Restaurant, Lounge 

and Bakery
Joyce & Bill Weir
Paul Wilkens
YMCA
2 For 7 Restaurant Group
20 DeepWinery

Thank you donors! 
Every attempt was made to include all donors in this list.

If your name or company was accidentally omitted or listed incorrectly,
we apologize. Please notify a committee member.
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Silent auction closes promptly at 7:00 p.m.
TAX NOTE: The amount of your potential tax deduction equals the difference between the 

value of the item you purchase and your purchase price. Consult your accountant.

Silent Auction Items
A Fortunate Trip Through Time
A Fragrant Future
A Little Bit O’Luck, A Lot O’Fun
A Paw-sitive Fate
A-Z Basket
Before & After
Beginners Luck
Bikes & Red Lights
Board of Fortune
Booze & Blooms
Ciao Bella Italian Basket
Destined for the Dock
Destiny in Rosy Check
Dine, Sweat, Shine
Ele-Fun
Fate at the Plate
Fated for Fabulous
Finger Lakes Indulgence
Fortune Cookies and Cocktails
Fortune Favors the Arts
Fortune’s Canvas
Hobart William Smith Pride

Knox on Wood
Lady Luck’s Garden Shed
Lilies, Lattes, and a love of 
Chocolate
Lucky Coffee Lover
Lucky Little Library
Mystery Book Blind Date
Pampered by Chocolate & Wine
Pittsford Plate & Pour
Play, Eat, and Win
Playdate with Fate
Pot O’ Gold
Railroad Street Basket
Scrap Your Luck
Self Regulation
Sip Into Serenity
Spin, Stay, and Play
Stay & Savor
Stormy Weather
Styled by Fate
Sunset & Sonnenberg
What the Puck
Wish Upon A Star
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https://www.bagelsandcakesgeneva.com/
https://www.getcakedroc.com/
https://leosbakeryanddeli.com/
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Joanne Huenemoerder-Dohse
Shari Hughes
Ashley Male
Carole McNamara

Corinne DerCola
Laurie Gendron
Erin Greenfield
Amanda Hefferon

Committee Members

President & CEO
Darrell J. Whitbeck

Vice President, Foundation, Development & Strategic Planning
Jackie Hawks Lyttle

Director
Riley Eike

Honoring Heroes Gala Steering Committee

Rene Sandroni
Chris Shultz
Laura Wakley
Kirsten Walkland
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to our volunteers & vendors!

Special Thanks

Joel Greenwich
Joe Lomonaco

Monroe Golf Club 
Moodie Views

Whirlin Disc DJ

Thank you 

to Paul & Tina Davidson, 
our hosts for this evening

Flowers by Sandy
14 W. Main St.
Clifton Springs, NY 14432
fb: @SandysFloralGalleryCS
phone: (315) 462-7111
email: sandysfloralgallery08@hotmail.com 
web: www.sandysfloralgallery.net

A special thank you to Sandy’s Floral Gallery  
for providing the gorgeous boutonnieres and bouquets.

https://www.cnbank.com/
https://www.sandysfloralgallery.net/





